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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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MOUNTAIN VIEW
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Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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power would see him through the task ahead. The dynamics of God will not let His purpose be thwarted. As He sent Moses to prepare the deliverance of Israel from bondage, so He sent one to prepare for our deliverance from sin.  


     Secondly, there was no need for the fire brigade; nothing else was burning because God was in control. I was prepared for peripheral damage, with God there is none. As He controlled the fire of the bush, and the interplay between Moses and Pharaoh, so He controls even now, be it world affairs or every day life. It is well for those who keep His commandments. (Jn. 15:10; I Jn. 5:3)


     Third, the paltry wisdom of man cannot explain God. The thrust of documentary TV, lately, is "Science and the Bible" or science trying to give scientific explanations for bible events as with the burning bush. The explanations border on the ridiculous and nothing explains away the power of God. "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways saith Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" 


(Isa.55:8-9). The inspired scripture is the infallible guide to understanding who God is by what He says about Himself and what He does. (Nelson)


     God is a consuming fire (Heb. 12:28) but it will be in vengeance upon those who know not God and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ


(II Thess. 1:7) 


     As we worship Him this morning, let us see the "burning bush" as a symbol of hope, knowing that, " the loving kindness of Jehovah is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him”  (Ps 103:17)


 		Joe Phillips











    Christians are tempted to say that we should trust the Bible because it is God’s word.  This is true.  But this will hardly convince an unbeliever, who will point out that such reasoning is begging the question.  In other words, we need to prove that it is the word of God, not just assume it.  If we can assume that the Bible is true, why can’t Mormons accept their books on the same grounds?  Why can’t any number of religions with extra-biblical “revelations” accept their works?  The difference is that a solid, objective case can be made for the reliability of the Bible.


    In order to make this case, we can view the Bible within a framework of history.  We don’t have to assume inspiration to show that the Bible rests on solid historical grounds.  We believe the Bible to be inspired, but this belief does not prove that it is inspired.  We should be convinced that the Bible is true historically; then we have reason to accept the inspiration of the Bible without hesitation.


    We do not have space here to examine the bibliographical data concerning the Bible (i.e., how it came down to us through history).  Instead, we will briefly consider some internal questions—criteria by which historians measure ancient documents to ascertain their historical value.  Most of these are just common sense. * We will first pose the question and then briefly show that the Bible passes the tests:


Internal Criteria


    1. Was the writer in a position to know what he is talking about?  Does the text claim to be based on eyewitness accounts?  








tale-bearers.  Now if the account is fabricated and the writer wanted to pass it off as true, it would be self-defeating to put the women in such a position.  They probably would not even be part of the account.  But there they are!  What accounts for it?  This is the way that it really happened!  So their inclusion strengthens the case for historical reality.  Add to this other disciples, such as Peter, that are often portrayed in a bad light.  Their faults are not hidden.


    4. Is the document reasonably self-consistent?  Is there a coherence to the accounts?  Do they make sense?  Most would expect some inconsistencies in historical documents, but this does not normally cause problems.  Concerning the Bible, we do find a self-consistent theme (even though written over a 1600 year period, from men of differing backgrounds, languages, times, etc.).  The Gospel accounts present a consistent portrait of Jesus. There are differences, but these do not equal contradictions.  The differences do not change the relative consistency of the accounts.


    5. Is there evidence of addition and exaggeration?  “Fish stores” are exaggerated over time.  Critics sometimes claim this about the Bible (e.g., that later disciples added the idea that Jesus is God).  However, as C.S. Lewis put it: “As a literary historian, I am perfectly convinced that whatever else the Gospels are they are not legends.  I have read a great deal of legend, and I am quite clear that they are not the same sort of things” (God in the Dock).  The evidence for exaggeration is not there.


*The questions are suggested by Gregory Boyd in Letters From a Skeptic, Victor Books, 1994, pp. 80-86.


					





Why Trust the Bible?


By Doy Moyer


Regarding the nature of evidence, faith, and the existence of God, 


we turn to the question of why we should trust the Bible.








    The biblical writers are much involved in the events about which they write.  Eyewitnesses are often appealed to (Luke 1:1-4; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; 2 Peter 1:16; John 1:1-3, etc.).  They were in a far better position to know what they were talking about than the modern critics.


    2. Does the document in question contain specific, and apparently irrelevant, material?  


     Firsthand sources are often full of details that are not central to the story; false accounts are often generalized.  This is not to say that the Bible has irrelevant material.  But when we look at given records, there are some details that, on first reading, appear unnecessary.  For example, in our reading of John 20:1-8, one might wonder whether it really matters if it was early or late, dark or light.  Does it matter that Peter went into the tomb first?  Or that the burial cloth was folded?  Again, these things may be significant; but from an historical viewpoint, why put material like this in unless it happened just as it says?  It boosts the historical reliability.


    3. Does the document contain self-damaging material?  If a document has material that makes the “heroes” look “bad,” or if the material might even weaken the story, then it strengthens the case for truth being the motivation of the writer.  Though it sounds odd, the Bible does contain such material.  One of the clearest examples of this is in the Gospel accounts in which women are first to discover the empty tomb and report the resurrection.  This is not to be negative toward women, but it is an historical fact 


that women could not testify in courts at that time, as they were considered





The Burning Bush





And he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed and Moses said, I will turn aside now, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt. (Ex 3:2-3)





     I finally got around to burning the large brush pile that had accumulated over the last year or so. It was so large, I was almost afraid to light it but to meet the burn ban deadline I made preparations. I collected enough water hose to reach the area, added a high-pressure nozzle with cutoff and had my shovel ready. With the help of a little kerosene the pile was soon ablaze and burned with intense heat. Within twenty or thirty minutes this large pile of brush was reduced to a few white ashes and although it took a couple hours of raking and piling to burn it all, for the most part it was gone.


     As I watched the fire consume the brush, I could not help thinking of the appearance of God in the burning bush that was not consumed. What a phenomenon this must have been, and it was enough to get Moses' attention and bring him near to investigate the sight. In the rest of the story God commissions Moses to lead His people out of bondage, but just what did the burning bush say? There are to me three lessons maybe more.


      First, we are made aware of the everlasting dynamics of God. "This bush was a vivid symbol of the inexhaustible dynamism of God who burns like fire with love and righteousness, yet remains the same and never diminishes.  (Nelson IBD) Although Moses did not see it at the time, it was an assurance that God's 
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Chris Roy and Rhetta for Chris’


continued improvement Melinda Hampson’s


father; Owen McKinney; Jack and Joyce


 Green; Jessica Redd’s father.  Congratulations


to Steven and Anna at the birth of Navie Lynn.


 All of our expecting mothers:  Alex Bowman


Stephanie Adams. 


_______________________________________





If you would like to host a Bible Class in 


Your home, please see the sign up sheet in the foyer or check with Matt Jones 


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @


� HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Don Gilbert        


 Song Leader----Drew Bowman


Lord's Supper---Dion Clark


   Asst. 1-----Steve Huff


   Asst. 2-----Joe Phillips


   Asst. 3-----Mike Behrmann


   Asst. 4-----David Nash


   Asst. 5-----Mark Robinson


2nd Prayer---Ken Gay


Read Scripture---Cecil Douthitt 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer---Chris Jackson 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Rob Williams


Song Leader---Ross Statham


2ed Prayer---David Nash


Read Scripture---Ryan Pink


Sermon---Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Dion Clark


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer---Chase Shaffer


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Clay Bowman


 Invitation---George Wilcox


 Closing Prayer---Michael Burke





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














